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The goal of this research is to know whether or not students’ habit of 
listening to English songs (X variable) and their pronunciation capacity (Y 
variable) have correlation. It was conducted at SMA Negeri 3 Palopo. The 
sample taken was 30 students in academic year 2020/2021. The 
quantitative approach with a correlational nature was used in this 
study. The data was collected using a questionnaire and a 
pronunciation test. To see if there was a correlation between the 
two variables, the scores from both instruments were measured 
and analyzed using SPSS. With the index value of correlat, the 
result revealed that there was a correlation. The result indicated 
that there was a correlation, with an index value of 0.442 for the 
correlation coefficient (rxy), indicating a mild correlation. 
Furthermore, hypothesis testing showed that the correlation 
coefficient (rxy) index value of 0,442 was greater than the 
correlation coefficient of the Product Moment table (rt) index value 
of 0,306, indicating that the null hypothesis (H0) was dismissed 
and the alternative hypothesis (H1) accepted. In conclusion, the 
two variables had a moderately significant correlation. According to 
the results, the researcher believes that the more students listen to 
English songs, the greater their listening capacity will be. It implies 
that students are able to develop their listening skills through 
listening to English songs. As a result, the researchers propose 
that an English teacher might use movies as a tool in language 










Vol. 8, No. 1, 2021 
ISSN 2355-3448 (Print) 







Submitted 28 March 2021 
Revised 28 April 2021 




Copyright © 2021 
The Author(s) 
This article is licensed under 
CC BY-NC-SA 4.0 License 
 
 
Vol. 8 No. 1 | 111 
The Correlation Between Students’ Habit in 





English is a language that has a major impact in the world’s globalization. In Indonesia, English is classified as 
an alternative language, and become one of the requirements to get a job or scholarship abroad. The ability to 
speak English at this time is very necessary for various fields of work, because of technological advances and 
as a basis for competing with foreign workers. It has many benefits so that a lot of people taking a course or 
private class to learn English intensively. 
 
 There are four language components to learning English such as grammar, vocabulary, pronunciation, and 
language skills namely listening, speaking, reading, and writing. A student must develop the skills to become a 
good English speaker. In fact, many students have a problem with listening and pronunciation during the 
learning process. Some researchers such as Afifah (2018) and Arsyida (2018) found that students find it 
difficult to pronounce English words since the learning environment is uncomfortable and unappealing. The 
students still cannot understand listening materials because They have no idea what the words mean or how 
to pronounce them. This problem can cause misunderstanding among the speakers.  
 
Nowadays, some many facilities and activities can help and support students to improve their pronunciation. 
Some of the activities are listening to music or podcast, watching movie, or YouTube to practice their 
pronunciation by imitating what the speaker says. English song can be one of the choices that can prevent 
students’ boredom to learn pronunciation. Murphey in (Muttaqin, et.al, 2016) states that Songs may assist 
young students in honing their listening and grammar skills, and as a result, they will be able to improve their 
speaking abilities. To put it another way, English songs are highly helpful not only for entertainment, but also 
for assisting students in improving their pronunciation.  
 
Muttaqin, et.al (2016) in their research also claim that students' enjoyment of listening to music in English 
improves their English pronunciation. Students' English pronunciation increases as their interest in listening to 
English songs grows. Furthermore, Arsyida (2018) states that listening to English songs as a routine will help 
students improve their listening skills. As students make it a habit to listen to English songs, they would be 
familiar with the new words they hear because they have most likely heard the word before in the songs. She 
believes that students will develop their vocabularies and pronunciation by listening to western music on a 
regular basis because when they hear something new, their brains immediately save the knowledgeIf they 
don't understand what the words in a song mean, they are going to have a reason to look up the meaning of 
the foreign words and learn how to pronounce them. Referring to these descriptions, the researchers are 
interested in conducting the research to know whether or not students’ habit of listening to English songs and 
their pronunciation ability has correlation.  
 
The act or art of singing is known as song (Merriam Webster, 2019). Rahmawati, at all (2020) state that 
pronunciation can be improved through songs, since the students can learn how to pronounce the word 
directly from the music they hear and they will understand the lesson easily because they learn in an enjoyable 
situation.  
 
According to Murphey in (Arsyida, 2018), There are three measures of an English song listening habit:  
1) Repetitive action  
Repetitive action is when a person does the same thing repeatedly without thinking about it. For example, 
to motivate myself to learn English, I repeatedly listen to English songs / rhythm. 
2) Attention  
Listening to English songs with lyrics or phrases, melody, and rhythm is an activity that requires attention. 
As an illustration: I read all of the lyrics to the songs I listen to in English. 
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3) Getting the meaning  
 
The task of deciphering the meaning of a set of English words in a song. For example, to develop my English 
listening skills, I listen to popular English songs.  In relation to this research, indicators of the habit of listening 
English songs by Murphey above were used as the reference to assess students’ habit of listening English 
song. The researcher adopted the questionnaire from the previous researcher that formulated from those 
indicators as the instrument of the research. 
 
Mulatsih (2015) claims that pronunciation is the act of producing speech sounds in order to communicate. It is 
the most complicated aspect of the English language. Pronunciation is an essential language component in 
communication, according to Jessica, Basri and Ohoiwutun (2015). It assists the audience in comprehending 
what the speaker is saying. The communication cannot work properly if the speaker is unable to pronounce the 
English word correctly. Gilakjani (2016) says that repeating sounds and correcting them when they are made 
incorrectly are used to learn pronunciation. 
 
From the definitions above, the researchers conclude that pronunciation is the sistem someone speaks out a 
word or produces a sound. The learners or students must be careful in pronunciation because a different 
sound will have a different meaning. In this research, pronunciation ability refers to the result of the students’ 
pronunciation test.   
 
Ramelan in (Manik, 2014) says that when learning English, Segmental and supra segmental features are the 
two types of speech features that can be found. 
1) Segmental Feature 
Sound units grouped in a a sequence of events, or consonant and vowel, are referred to as segmental 
features. The classification is based on the variations in their roles and production methods in an 
utterance.. 
a) Vowel  
Vocals are characterized as vowels formed by air passing through the throat and mouth without 
restriction or narrowing, resulting in no friction (Hidayatullah, 2018:100). Long vowels and short 
vowels are the two types of vowels used in English. There are also diphthongs, in addition to the 
two forms of vowels listed above. Within the boundaries of a syllable, a diphthong is a sound made 
up of two vowels articulated in close succession (Manik, 2014:6). 
b) Consonant 
A consonant is a sound or letter (on or off) that occurs when air does not flow smoothly through the 
mouth and throat, but instead has trouble narrowing the sound of friction (Hidayatullah, 2018:101). 
In Indonesia, the situation is very different. It has only 5 vowels, 21 consonants. It's possible if 
students are having difficulty learning English (Manik, 2014:6). 
2) Supra Segmental Feature 
Supra segmental features are like the style used in words or sentences. There are four kinds of supra 
segmental, namely stress, pitch, pause and rhythm. 
a) Stress  
Stress refers to the amount of force or volume used to pronounce a syllable in order to emphasize it. 
Ramelan in (Manik, 2014:7). There are two types of stress: word stress and sentence stress. The 
stress within a word is called word stress, and the amount of tension in a group of thoughts or a 
sentence is called sentence stress. In English, stress plays an important role since it distinguishes 
meaning and purpose. 
b) Pitch and Intonation 
Speech is accompanied by a musical accompaniment known as intonation. The tune of what 
someone says is called intonation. When he is angry, for example, he will speak in a high tone, 
while when he is sad, he will speak in a low tone..  
c) Pause 
The English language is spoken in groups of words separated by pauses. A brief pause and a final 
pause are the two forms of pauses..   
d) Rhythm 
It refers to the rhythm of expression. Rhythm in English is stress-timed. This implies that the time 
interval between two major strains is equivalent. These syllables will be pronounced quickly if there 
are several terms between the two primary stresses; on the other hand, if there are just a few 
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syllables between the two primary stresses, these syllables will be pronounced slowly and simply  
(Manik, 2014:7). In this research, the researchers only focused on stress, vowel, and consonant 





In this research, the researchers used quantitative method with the correlational design. There are two 
variables of this research, they are independent variable (X) and dependent variable (Y). Independent variable 
is students’ habit in listening to English song, meanwhile and dependent variable is students’ pronunciation 
ability. The researchers used cluster random sampling technique through a lottery to select the sample and the 
sample was taken from one class that is XI IPA 3 and the total numbers of sample was 30 students. 
 
To get the data, there were two instruments used, they were Questionnaires and Pronunciation Test. A 
Questionnaire was used to get data about students’ habit of Listening English songs and it is designed in 
google form. In this research, the questionnaire’s statement about students’ habit of listening English song was 
adapted from a questionnaire that has been made by Arsyida (2018:127). Meanwhile the test was used to 
collect the data about students’ pronunciation ability or the dependent variable. The researchers gave the test 
to the students and asked them to pronounce some common words that they found in daily communication. 
The researcher chose minimal pairs technique to test students’ pronunciation ability. There were three aspects 
in assessing the test namely vowels, consonants, and stress. The test was in the form of word lists and a 
paragraph. The word lists consisted of 5 minimal pairs for consonant and 5 minimal pairs for the vowel, while 
the paragraph consisted of 6 words stress to identify. 
 
The data got from the instruments were analyzed by using statistical analysis. The students’ habit of listening 
English songs assessed through the use of a Likert scale. There were 18 question items in the questionnaire. 
The students’ responses on this 4-point of Likert scale: always, sometimes, seldom, and never.  The result of 
the assessment were classified into four category, they are very high, high, low, and very low.    
 
The validity test statistics was analyzed by using SPSS (Statistic Product and Statistic Solution) to know the 
correlation between students’ habit of listening English songs (X) and pronunciation capacity(Y). After knowing 
the correlation coefficient, the researcher acknowledged the strength of the correlation using the following 
classification: 
 
Table 1.Table interpretation of the correlation 








0,00 – 0,199 
0,20 – 0,399 
0,40 – 0,599 
0,60 – 0,799 









The goal of this research was to find out whether or not students’ habit of listening to English songs (X 
variable) and their pronunciation capacity(Y variable) have any correlation. The data was collected by using 
two instruments which are questionnaire and pronunciation test. The questionnaire consisted of 18 items in the 
context of a multiple-choice questionnaire, and the pronunciation test consisted of 16 items in form of word 
lists and paragraph. The instruments were given to the 30 students as participant in this research. To know it, 
we can see the students’ listening song habits classification and the classification of the students’ 
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Table 2. The classification of students’ listening song habits 
No Class Interval Category Percentage % 
1. 55 – 72  Very High  23.4 
2. 37 – 54 High 70 
3. 19 – 36 Low 6.6 
4. <18 Very Low 0 
 
Table 3. The classification of students’ pronunciation capacity 
No Class Interval Category Percentage % 
1. 86-100  Very good 3.33 
2. 76-85 Good 23.33 
3. 60-75 Enough 36.66 
4. 55-59 Poor 13.33 
 
 
After calculating the total scores of variable X (students’ habit of listening English songs) and variable Y 
(students’ pronunciation capacity), the data analysis of this research was used to investigate the correlation 




Table 4.The result of correlational testing 
 Listening Pronunciation 
Spearman's 
rho 
Listening Correlation Coefficient 1.0
00 
.442* 
Sig. (2-tailed) . .015 
N 30 30 






N 30 30 
Using the data from the table above, it can be seen that the significance value (Sig) is 0.015, and it is less than 
α = 0.05 (0.015 < 0.05), so it means that Ho is rejected and H1 is accepted. It can be concluded that there is a 
significant correlation between students’ listening habit and pronunciation capacity. The correlation coefficient 
value is 0.442 which the value close to +1.00 indicates a positive correlation. Positive correlation indicates that 
as the amount of both variables improve or the other decrease at the same time. 
Since the correlation coefficient (0.442) is in range 0,400 – 0,599, so it can be concluded that the strength of 
the correlation coefficient between the two variables indicated a moderate correlation. The results from both 
variables, the students’ habit of listening English songs toward their capacity to pronounce showed that mostly 
when the students got high score in listening habit, they got high score in their pronunciation test. For example 
student number 25, the listening habit got score 60 categorized as very high and pronunciation test got 88.46 
categorized as very good. It can be indicated that by having a high listening habit, it would improve students’ 
pronunciation capacity From 30 samples, there are 17 students who got high score in listening habit, then they 
got enough and good score in their pronunciation test. There are 11 students who got high score in listening 
habit, but they got lower score in their pronunciation test. The other 2 students got lower score in listening 
habit but they got high score in pronunciation test. It can be seen that listening habit did not always influence 
the students’ pronunciation capacity, but the data analysis of this research showed that majority of the 
students got high score in listening habit, and they also got good score in their pronunciation test. Thus, this 
result is relevant with the researcher’s hope and assumption that there is a correlation between the two 
variables which are students’ listening English songs habit and their pronunciation capacity. 
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Based on the research that has been done, the results of students’ listening habit questionnaire and 
pronunciation test showed that the students who earned high score in listening habit, they got enough and 
good score in their pronunciation test. Furthermore, the p-value (0.015) is less than 0.05 (0.015 < 0.05) and 
correlation coefficient is 0.442. It can be concluded that H1 is accepted and Ho is rejected. Thus, there is a 
significant correlation between students’ listening habit and pronunciation capacity at the eleventh grade 
students of SMAN 3 Palopo. From the result of these studies, another conclusion can be taken from this 
research is habit plays an important role in students’ pronunciation capacity. The higher students’ habit in 




From the data analysis from the questionnaire, the researcher found that students got some similar category of 
listening habit that was adopted from Muttaqin, et.al (2016:748). After calculating the students’ score from the 
questionnaire, all the participants have been classified into four categories namely very high, high, low, and 
very low. Based on the obtained results in findings, 7 students belong to a very high category with a score up 
to 55, 21 students are in high category with a score up to 37, and 2 students are in low category with a score 
under 37. Therefore, the researcher concludes that students’ habit of listening English songs is high. It is 
proved by the mean score of the questionnaire which is 49.4. Songs can be beneficial to young students 
to improve their listening and pronunciation skills, according to Murphey (Muttaqin, et al, 2016). 
To put it another way, English songs are extremely beneficial not only for entertainment but also 
for assisting students in improving their pronunciation. He also claims that three measures of 
habitual listening to English songs, namely repeated behavior, concentration, and understanding 
the context, were used in this study. Students may use their listening habit to develop a variety of 
skills, including their listening, speaking, and pronunciation abilities. They'll most likely find some 
lyrics from the song in their English book as well, as a result of which their language would be 
expanded. 
. 
Meanwhile, based on the result of the pronunciation test, students got various scores and levels. The result 
showed that all the participants could be classified into 5 levels namely very good, good, enough, poor and 
very poor. Based on the obtained results in findings, only one student is in very good level with the score up to 
86, 7 students are in good level with the score up to 76, 11 students are in enough level with the score up to 
60, 4 students are in poor level with the score up to 55, and 7 students are in very poor level with the score 
under 54. Therefore the researcher concludes that students’ pronunciation capacity is enough. It is proved by 
the mean score of the test, which is 65.38. 
     
According to Afifah (2018), mother tongue, age, amount of exposure, phonetic skill, personality, and motivation 
are six factors that affect learners' pronunciation. In this research, some students made mistakes in 
pronunciation especially in phonetic. For example student number 19, 23, 26 and 28, they pronounced the 
word bat: /bæt/ with /bʌt/ and the word but: /bʌt/ with /bət/. There were also students pronounced the word 
wet: /wet/ with /wɪt/ and the word wait: /weɪt/ with /waɪt/. It was wrong because the students did not pronounce 
the word with the correct vowels. Furthermore, the students also made mistakes in pronouncing the consonant 
sound. For example student number 4 pronounced the word free: /fri:/ with /prɪ/, and student number 13 
pronounced the word three: /θri:/ with /drɪ/. Last but not least, there were also some mistakes in pronouncing 
the word stress, for example student number 3 pronounced the word vacant: /vˈeɪkənt/ with /veɪkˈənt/ and 
student number 6 pronounced the word therefore: /ð'erfˌɔr/ with /ðerf'or/. It was wrong because the students 
did not pronounce the stress on the first syllable. Based on that description, the researcher concluded that 
every student has their problem in pronouncing English words. The habit of listening English songs can make 
them get used to hearing the pronunciation, so it could help their mouths to produce English words with the 




The result of coefficient correlation between two variables was 0,442. That result indicated that there was 
moderate correlation between students’ habit in listening to English Song  and their listening ability. This 
statement was proved based on the result rx was higher than the rt (0,442 ≥ 0,306 in significant level 5%) it 
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showed that H1 is accepted Ho is rejected. In conclusion, there is positive correlation between students’ habit 
in listening to English song and their listening capacity.  
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